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Rationale

Infections in immunocompromised patients are rapidly evolving challenges:
expanding SOT and HSCT programs, advanced therapies (CAR-T, B-cell-specific
agents, checkpointand cytokine modulators),andincreasing antimicrobial resistance
demand up-to-date skills in prevention, rapid diagnosis, and targeted therapy. At the
same time, the population of immunocompromised hosts is growing and becoming
more heterogeneous, and their management is progressively decentralising beyond
a few expert centres, with changing standards of care and more complex decision-
making in daily practice.

Despite this, infectious diseases (ID) specialists dedicated to immunocompromised
hosts report limited formal training pathways and few opportunities to exchange
experience and harmonise practice, as recently highlighted by an ESGICH survey.
This course is therefore designed as a continuum: from core immunological principles
and the “nuts and bolts” of immunocompromising conditions, through microbiology
and diagnostics, to syndrome-based sessions and real life experience. By explicitly
linking basic mechanisms to bedside decisions, it aims to translate evidence
into practical choices on prophylaxis, rational empiric therapy, de-escalation and
stewardship.

A further goal is to foster a durable, interactive community of practice among
ID physicians, clinical microbiologists, and the other specialists who care for
immunocompromised patients, providing a rare forum to compare approaches,
discuss difficult cases and define shared standards, ultimately reducing morbidity,
resistance and costs while improving outcomes.
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DAY 1 - March 6, 2026

12:30 pm

Registration and Welcome coffee

PART 1: Nuts and Bolts of

Immunocompromising Conditions
CHAIRS: Pierluigi Viale (IT), Monica Slavin (AU)

01:25pm
01:30 pm
01:50 pm
02:10pm
02:30 pm
02:50 pm

Introduction and presentation of the meeting objectives Michael Ison (US)
Immunosuppression in SOT and HSCT Nicolas Mueller (CH)

Antibody and Enzyme Blockers in Oncology Mario Feméndez Ruiz (ES)
CAR-T and bispecific antibody therapy Monica Slavin (AU)

Primary Immunodeficiencies Elisa Cordero (ES)

Discussion

PART 2: Overview of Infections in

Immunocompromised Patients, part 1
CHAIRS: Paolo A. Grossi (IT), Michael Ison (US)

03:05pm

03:35pm
03:55pm
04:15pm

Organ Transplant Surgery: abdominal and thoracic
Matteo Ravaioli (IT), Samuele Nicotra (IT)
Pre-Transplant Evaluation Benjamin Teh (AU)
SOTID Overview Michael Ison (US)

Discussion

PART 2: Overview of Infections in
Immunocompromised Patients, part 2

CHAIRS:

04:30 pm
04:50 pm
05:10pm
05:30pm
05:50 pm

Malgorzata K. Mikulska (IT), Maddalena Giannella (IT)

Fever and Neutropenia Murat Akova (TR)

Donor-Derived Infections Michael Ison (US), Alessandra Mularoni (IT)
Travel for Transplantation and Its Complications Wanessa Trindade Clemente (BR)
Vaccination in Immunocompromised Patients Oriol Manuel (CH)

Discussion

06:05 pm End of first day



Onsite Course INFECTIONS IN
ESGICH IMMUNOCOMPROMISED PATIENTS

- March 7, 2026

Simone Ambretti (IT), Patricia Carmen Muiioz Garcia (ES)
Laboratory Diagnosis in Immunocompromised Patients — Viral Infection
Tiziana Lazzarotto (IT)

Laboratory Diagnosis in Immunocompromised Patients — Bacterial Infection
Gian Maria Rossolini (IT)

Laboratory Diagnosis in Immunocompromised Patients — Fungal Infection
Maurizio Sanguinetti (IT)
Discussion

Cecilia Bonazzetti (IT), Michele Bartoletti (IT)

CMV management and other Herpes Viruses Alessandra Mularoni (IT)
Polyoma Viruses Hans H. Hirsch (CH)

Hepatitis and HIV Paolo A. Grossi (IT)

Respiratory Viruses Michael Ison (US)

Discussion

Marco Falcone (IT), Cecilia Bonazzetti (IT)

Gram Positive Infections Patricia Carmen Mufioz Garcia (ES)

Gram Negative Infections Maristela P. Freire (BR)

Options for Management of MDROs and New Antibiotics David Leslie Paterson (SG)
Mycobacterial Infections Marina Tadolini (IT)

Discussion
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01:10pm LUNCH

PART 6: Fungal Infections in

Immunocompromised Patients
[CHAIRS: sara Tedeschi (IT), Maddalena Peghin (IT)

01:50pm Yeast Infections Mario Feméndez Ruiz (ES)
02:10pm  Mold Infections Malgorzata K. Mikulska (IT)
02:30 pm  Antifungal Therapy Monica Slavin (AU)
02:50 pm Discussion

03:05pm COFFEE BREAK

PART 7: Clinical Syndromes and

Challenging scenarios
CHAIRS: Andrea Lombardi(IT), Matteo Rinaldi (IT)

03:20 pm  Pneumonia Erica Franceschini (IT)

03:35 pm  Urinary Tract Infection Giusy Tiseo (IT)

03:50 pm  LVAD Infection Renato Pascale (IT)

04:05 pm  C. difficile Colitis Marianna Meschiari (IT)
04:20 pm  Intra-abdominal infections Silvia Corcione (IT)
04:35 pm Discussion

04:45 pm Closing Remarks
Maddalena Giannella (IT), Cecilia Maria Bonazzetti (IT)

05:00 pm End of the Course

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
Prof.ssa Maddalena Giannella
Dott.ssa Cecilia Maria Bonazzetti

Department of Medical and Surgical Sciences - Infectious Diseases Unit
University of Bologna - University Hospital of Bologna




The Attendance Grant does not cover travel expenses.


https://www.leanevent.it/esgich_regeng/
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